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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  4th Grade		Age group: 9-10 


School: Fienberg-Fisher K-8 Center   School code:  004356


Title: Express Yourself


Teacher(s): 4th Grade Team	


Date: September - October


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





How We Express Ourselves


An inquiry into the way in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, cultures, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic





central idea


People can express ideas creatively to solve problems.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Problematic Scenario: After reviewing comments in the bully box, the principal has asked you, the student body to come up with a solution to the current bullying situation. Your solution must address the one of the following:


Bullying in Physical Education/ park


Cyber bullying


Bullying on the bus


Students will present their solution using their creativity chosen form of expression. 





Assessment tool: Rubric





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Causation, Perspective, Reflection


Related Concepts: impact, opinion, interpretation


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Creativity


Problem solving


Experiences and their influence on creativity





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





Where do ideas come from? 


How our actions affect others? 


How do people respond to issues?





Provocation: Present students with the issue of limited technology in the classroom. They will brainstorm ways to work around this issue of limited resources 
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Bullying Essay in which cite evidence from numerous sources





Collaborative conversations on forms of expressions





Develop vocabulary related to concept





Examining various perspectives in literature





Exploring the various ways of solving mathematical problems


Reflective journal writing on self-expression


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary Skills


Communications Skills: Students will express themselves by communicating their ideas using different mediums.


Social Skills: In their groups they will work together to discuss ideas and come up with solutions for bullying concerns.


Learner Profile


Caring: Students will learn the importance of being kind and respectful to others.


Reflective: Students will give consideration to their own experiences in order to make connections between themselves and the experiences of others. 


Thinker: Students will approach complex problems creatively during group discussions and other activities.





Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Discussion around the following questions: How will we get around this? How will we create a schedule? How will you meet your weekly goals?





Four Corners activity assessing knowledge of expression – how comfortable are you with self-expression?





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Students will choose a form of expression to demonstrate their understanding of a taught lesson. 





In pairs, students will create their own word problem using a computation. They will them switch partners and will solve each other’s math problems. 





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


The Talent Show; Experts Incorporated By: Sarah Weeks; Speaking Out to Stop Bullying. Brain Pop video “____”


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom environment:  visual aids, artwork, vocabulary and student work, books


Local/community environment:  media center, bully box. Have a school liaison come in for a bullying presentation. Police officer will also come in to speak to the kids to speak to them about problem solving. 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Causation: 





Perspective: 





Reflection: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Thinking skills: 





Communications skills: 





Social Skills: 





develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Open-Minded: 





Reflective: 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Strategies


ELL – visual translation of words along with images as well as words associated with the unit. 


ELL/Inclusion – small groups allow for explicit and focused instruction.


ELL/Inclusion – graphic organizers, sentence starters for writing purposes and to organize ideas.


ELL – videos are provided in English and Spanish for students. 








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.




















At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.




















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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