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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  1st		Age group:  6-7 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 	School code:  004356


Title: You’ve Got a Friend in Me


Teacher(s): First Grade Team





Date: August – October  


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





Sharing the Planet


An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.





central idea





Actions influence the relationships individuals create with one another.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will create a “buddy” album or poster. The album or poster will include pictures of their friends and themselves demonstrating activities they do with their friends. The students can choose to use illustrations, photographs, or both as part of the creation of their album or poster. They will also write in simple sentences describing why friends are important.








Assessment Tool: Checklist





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Responsibility, Function, Perspective





Related Concepts: values, opinion, beliefs





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





The relationships individuals create with others


Behaviors and the way they affect others


Resolving conflicts among each other





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What relationships do we form at school?


What is a conflict?


How do our behaviors affect how we get along with others?


How can we solve issues between our peers?





Provocation: Play the song “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” (by Randy Newman) from the movie Toy Story and/or a segment of the film.
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Planning the inquiry





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


The teacher will bring in a photo album from home and share it with the class to demonstrate their friendships.


Students will read several books that demonstrate the qualities of a friend.


Students will read about bucket fillers and explore how to fill someone’s bucket.


Students will read David Goes to School and discuss peace making and peace breaking actions.


Students will interview family members using a few chosen questions about friendship. 


Students will discuss the steps to solving conflict between friends. 


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


TRANSDISCIPLINARY SKILLS


Social: During the presentations throughout the unit the students will learn how listen to others respectfully.


Communication: Students will use personal photographs and/or illustrations of their friends demonstrating their responsibilities as a friend.


Thinking: Students will find unique characteristics within their friendships after sharing their feelings about being a friend.





LEARNER PROFILES


Caring: Students will build a sense of empathy when sharing their “buddy” albums/posters.


Reflective: Students will gain personal development when taking into consideration what it means to be a friend.











3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


During a class brainstorming session about Woody and Andy’s relationship, the class will build a word wall showing various vocabulary words that would be associated with this friendship. 


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will help create a scenario where there is a new student in class. Students will come up with ways to make friends with the new student.


Students will contribute to build a class album. Each student will illustrate a picture of themselves with their friends and write a simple sentence describing ways they can keep friends.


Students will be given a pair of scenarios or photographs showing different situations. One card will have a person with no friends and one will show a child with friends. They will compare and contrast the situations and why having friends is important.





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Teacher can bring in a friend or show a video of their friend explaining the responsibilities of friendship.; Stories about friendship, such as Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel and A Rainbow of Friends by P. K. Hallinan.; Songs about friendship, such as “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” by Randy Newman ; BrainPopJr. Video and activities “Friends.”; and various works of art and photographs demonstrating friendships.


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


-Books on Display		-Student work
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6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.





























How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.



































What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?











Reflecting on the inquiry





7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:





Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”





Responsibility: 








Function: 








Perspective: 





Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?





Social Skills: 








Communication Skills: 








Research Skills: 








Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


In each case, explain your selection.





Caring:  








Reflective:  
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes





More books to read about family roles and responsibilities.


Vocabulary list.


Show importance of asking questions – model asking questions upon planners.








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.

















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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