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1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme 





Where We Are in Place and Time


An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries.  Explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.





central idea-  


Systems within different regions adapt to their environments.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will research a territory and will create a brochure or PowerPoint to present this area. They will incorporate natural resources, cultures, facts, environmental aspects and other components.  They l need to discuss how different types of systems adapt to their region. The information from the brochures and projects will be presented to the class.








Assessment tool: Teacher Created Rubric
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PYP planner








Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 5th Grade	                     Age group: 10-11


School: Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center    School code: 004356


Title: MOVEMENT Makes the World Go Round


Teacher(s): 5th Grade Team 


Date: August-September (Planner #1)


Proposed duration: 160 hours over 6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 


Change, Connection, Causation





Related concepts: impact, growth, relationships


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Different regions


Types of systems


How systems adapt to their regions





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What are systems?


What are the different types of regions?


How have we adapted to our environments?


How did earlier civilizations adapt to their environments?





Provocation: Variety of maps.
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3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will use key vocabulary (interconnectedness, movement, change, civilizations, and individuals) to create concept maps that they will revisit throughout the unit. 





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will work in groups to research a region of a given country. They will identify the natural resources, landforms, cultures, and other systems within the region. Students will discuss their research together. Students will divide the roles among each other as they see fit.


Students will take on the role of one of the groups studied in class to create a skit. They will role play why they left and the changes that have occurred as a result of them migrating to another place.




















4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Read literature about migration, indigenous people, and earlier civilizations.


Compare and contrast the movement of two groups of people that have migrated.


Use the internet to research movement and advancement among society and the environment.


Write individual essays to give personal perspectives to the change that occurs when systems adapt to meet to needs.


Create a list of various perspectives on reasons for migration.


Place people and events into categories in order to find facts.


Use primary (artifacts) and secondary sources to facilitate discussion about the lifestyle of earlier civilizations. 


Math inquiry activities and adapted strategies to explore mathematical systems of place value, multiplication and expressions to represent and solve problems. 


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Trasndisciplinary Skills


Research: Students will select how to effectively communicate their findings after learning about the migration of the group of their choice.


Thinking: Students will analyze the reasons behind the movement of different groups of people.


Communication: Students participate in skits and class presentations.


LEARNER PROFILES


Open-minded: The students inquire into their personal history while studying the journeys of earlier civilizations. 


Caring: Students will become more knowledgeable about past civilizations in order to begin to gain respect for the contributions of the indigenous people.











Planning the inquiry





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related Literature: Social Studies textbooks, technology (computers, Internet), Music, Movies. The Iroquois Nation, The Raft, The Inuksuk Book, Earth Always Indoors, Literature Anthology and Reading Wonders Workshop Unit One Theme Meeting a Need Stories: “White Water Adventure” “Camping with the President” “A Life in the Woods” “The Future of Transportation” ; Go Math Common Core; http//:www.brainpop.com, Three Worlds Meet.org





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 


Classroom Environment: Visual aids, classroom library, videos, and technology


Local and Community Environment: Guest Speakers of people in the community and school, Field Trip to an Indian Reservation
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7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change: 





Connection: 





Causation: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular trans disciplinary skills?


Research skills: 





Thinking skills: 





Communication skills: 





develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?





Open-minded: 





Caring: 





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.























What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?








Reflecting on the inquiry
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 9.  Teacher notes








Reflecting on the inquiry





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?
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