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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  Pre-K		Age group:  4-5 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center   School code: 004356


Title: All About Me


Teacher(s): Pre-K TEAM


Date: September -October (Planner #1)


Proposed duration:  120 hours over 6 weeks








1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme 


 


Who We Are


An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human





central idea 


Physical attributes and characteristics amongst groups of people determine our similarities and differences. 





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will create an All About Me book or collage.  They will demonstrate their understanding of themselves, their physical attributes, and characteristics. Additionally, they will show the similarities and differences among their classmates.  They will include pictures, or illustrations along with simple words and sentences.  





Assessment tool: Rubric





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Connection, Form, Reflection


Related Concepts: relationships, similarities, differences





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Physical attributes


Characteristics of people


Similarities and differences of people





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are physical attributes?


What are characteristics?


Why are we alike?


Why are we different?


How can we learn in the same classroom with different people?


How do we share the world with different people?





Provocation: Read Aloud “I Like Myself” – Karen Beaumont
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Planning the inquiry





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Read books available in the classroom that discusses physical attributes and characteristics.


Teacher will lead Circle time discussions with the students to explore their similarities and differences amongst each other.


Students will use a mirror to observe their physical attributes.


Student will draw their individual physical attributes on a piece of construction paper and label their illustrations to describe their drawing.


Students will pick different cards and sort them based on physical attributes. 





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


TRANSDISCIPLINARY SKILLS


	


Social: Students will have the opportunity to respect others.


Communication: Students will take turns listening to directions and to others.


Thinking: Students will grasp meaning from the material learned.








LEARNER PROFILES





Open-Minded: Student will be open to learning about other individuals and their physical attributes.


Thinker: Students will approach learning about the self with a creatively to find patterns among invdividuals and how the similarities connect us as humans. 














3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will answer a simple questionnaire about physical attributes and characteristics, created and administered by the teacher to assess their prior knowledge of who they are.


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Students will engage in a role play activity in which they will have to act out a characteristic that they pull out of a hat. The characteristics will be part of the ones they discuss in class.





Students will create lifesize dolls of themselves to compare and contrast similarities and differences among their physical characteristics.

















5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related Literature: on different people, body parts, humans, different cultures	  


Art: art work portraying different people and styles to emphasize our differences make us unique 


Music: from different genres to show how we make music differently	


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom Environment: The resources above will be made available throughout the classroom in different areas. Letters will be sent home to parents or a parent night will be held at the school to make the home-school connection.  Student work displayed and vocabulary wall


Local and Community Environment: Career day visitors will showcase and emphasize how even though we are different and enjoy different things we help one another and we all serve a purpose.


Parents will be able to share their cultural background with the students by doing a presentation on their country.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.


























How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.




















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?














7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Connection: 





Form: 





Reflection: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Social: 





Communication: 





Thinking:





develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Open-Minded: 








Thinker:.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes





Activities:


Student will create a brown paper bag puppet reflecting themselves and what they look like.


Students will work in pairs to trace each others bodies.


Students will make their hand prints on finger paint paper.


Students will make an individual quilt square piece, to be part of the “All About Me Class Quilt.”


 

















8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.

















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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