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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  Pre-K		Age group:  4-5 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center   School code: 004356


Title: Emotions


Teacher(s): Pre-K Team


Date: August - May


Proposed duration:  Year Around





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme –  


How We Express Ourselves


An inquiry into the way in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetics.





central idea – 


 Increasing awareness of our feelings and emotions may impact the way we communicate with others. 








Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will create the facial expression masks or drawings exhibiting specific emotions. They will show an increased awareness of their feelings and emotions through their creations. Additionally, students will communicate with classmates by using their masks or drawings to show how they feel.  This work will be incorporated in the classroom and readily available to students. 





Assessment Tool: Rubric











2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Change, Form, Causation 


Related concepts: relationships, interpretation, behavior





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Emotional Awareness


Communication among people


Feelings affecting others








What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What is a feeling or emotion?


What do our feelings tell other people?


How can people become aware of their feelings?


How feelings affect behavior?


What are the facial expressions for different emotions?


Why do we feel different emotions?


How can we learn to express our emotions clearly?





Provocation: Read Aloud “Today I Feel Silly” by Jamie Lee Curtis
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Planning the inquiry





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Paintings with different facial expressions/ emotions will be given to students to examine and discuss.


Students will role-play different emotions and their corresponding facial expressions.


Students will create a facial expression masks and play games using their self-made facial expressions masks.


Read books available in the classroom focused on emotions and feelings. 


Music evoking different emotions will be made available to students at a listening center. After listening to music students will talk about how it made them feel.


Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad  Day - Story


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary Skills


Social:  students will have the opportunity to respect each other’s feelings.


Communication: students will recognize nonverbal cues.


Self-Management: students will learn how to relate to specific emotions.





Learner Profiles


Communicator: Students will learn about other’s emotions and how they make them feel. 


Risk-Taker: Students will consider the feelings of others and will explore new feelings. They will attempt to express how they feel during various activities.














3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?





Students will participate in circle time charades activity in which they act out emotions and feelings. 





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Given a specific emotion, students will use finger paint to create a facial expression on paper. Using their painting, they will compare and contrast with a classmate.





Students role-play a scenario demonstrating how feelings affect others. They will need to express themselves verbally and non-verbally to the person/people involved in their role play.








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related Literature:  Books on feelings (i.e. When You’re Angry and You Know It, Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods that Make My Day)


Art: Poster of Different Facial Expressions (therapists have smiley charts for younger children) paper and various art media to express feelings on paper.


Music: Music created on feelings or to provoke investigation of one’s feelings (Jazz, Classical, Latin, Blues etc…), CD with the sound different feelings make.





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom Environment: The resources above will be made available throughout the classroom in different areas. Letters will be sent home to parents or a parent night will be held at the school to make the home-school connection. 


Local and Community Environment: Counselor can provide training to parents and teachers on how to communicate feelings so that adults may model appropriate action. A trainer on Conscious Discipline Model will come in to provide guidance for dealing with all types of feelings. Local Yoga instructor may be utilized to show basic breathing techniques. Local public library will be informed of the theme, so that resources will be available for students upon arrival.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.























How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.








 











What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?














7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change: 





Form: 





Causation: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular trandisciplinary skills?


Social: 





Thinking:. 


develop particular awareness of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Communicator: 





Risk-Taker: 











© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007





Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes











8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.




















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.














© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007








