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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 1st 		Age group:  6-7


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 	School code: 004356


Title: Great Citizens


Teacher(s): 1st Grade Team





Date: October - November 


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:    


transdisciplinary theme- 





How We Organize Ourselves


An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.





central idea


Occupations interact with and impact how a community operates.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will choose an occupation that they want to be when they grow up.  They will create a poster or come in dressed as their chosen occupation (role play).  They will need to explain their choice of occupation, the responsibilities of that occupation using pictures or illustrations for poster, or create simple sentences on note cards. Student will present to other class members and will explain why they chose this occupation and how they think it impacts their community.





Assessment tool: Checklist











2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Function, Connection, Reflection


Related Concepts:  information, interaction, employment


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Various occupational choices


Occupations and their impact on a community


Tools, materials and/or equipment occupations require





 What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are your occupational choices when you grow up?


How do occupations impact the community?


What is the purpose of an occupation?








Provocation:


Teacher will read the book Things People Do, and will ask, “What do you want to do when you grow up?”
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3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Write Occupation on the board and the circle the word. Invite children to name occupations they might like to do when they are older. Write the occupations they name around the center circle to make a web. Point to occupation titles and ask children to tell that they think a person with that occupation does.  	





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Students will revisit their occupations web and add any additional occupations about which they have learned.


Illustration/self made uniform of occupation of choice


Students will create a picture book showing how three occupations interact and impact each other.  





Planning the inquiry





4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Students will make a business card using index cards.


Students will create a career song using the tune from “If You’re Happy and You Know It.” (SS book p. 239A)


Students will role-play an assigned occupation. (SS book p. 252)


Students will write a classified ad for a job listing list the qualities and/o requirements a person would need for this particular job. They can work independently or with a partner.


Students will create a fact file using index cards that will go into a box. Students can add to the box as the unit progresses.


What opportunities will occur for trans-disciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Trans-disciplinary Skills


social skills: During presentations of their “what I want to be” posters, students will listen respectfully and sensitively.


communication skills: Students will present their career choices using illustrations and simple sentences. 


research skills: Students will view videos about various careers, participate in a school wide career day, and read literature about career choices.


Learner Profile:


communicator: Students will be able to share their ideas about their career choices and how they will help others.


Inquirer: Students will ask questions to speakers during career day and learn more about specific careers which may spark interest in some students in said careers.





















































5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related literature: Good Job, Ben, The Red Hat, 


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom:  Books on display, student work and videos. Vocabulary words associated with the unit as well as pictures. 


Local Environment: Field trip to fire station, police station and other places of occupations that students are interested in.


Community: Representative from companies will visit classroom and do a presentation of their responsibilities in their job. Classroom parents – to have parents share their experiences and their occupation and how it impacts the community.
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7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”





Function: 





Connection: 





Reflection: 





Demonstrate the learning and application of particular trans-disciplinary skills?





Social skills: 





Communication skills: 





Research skills: 








Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?





Communicator: 





Inquirer: 











Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.

















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.



































What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the trans-disciplinary theme?
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Strategies -


ELL/ Inclusion Classes - Students receive sentence starters for writing activities. 


All Classrooms - Word Walls/ Pocket Charts with current words associated with the planner are displayed for students.


ELL/ Inclusion Classes - Pictures and words are used in conjunction to assist with reading and understanding. 


ELL/ Inclusion Classes - Support Staff is scheduled to assist teachers in these classrooms to incorporate differentiated instruction.


All Classrooms - Differentiated instruction is incorporated into assignments to scaffold instruction for students

















8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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