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PYP planner








1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme 


Sharing the Planet


An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution





central idea


Individual decisions affect society and its laws





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will work in groups or pairs, one will be a writer of an article, one will be the newscaster who will report on the article and one may be the illustrator who will draw a picture that ties into the news they are reporting. The group/pair will research an individual and how this person’s decision or action has affected society and its laws. They will share their article and broadcast to their classmates.





Assessment Tool: Teacher Created Checklist








Class/grade: 3rd		                     Age group: 8-9


School: Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center   School code: 004356


Title: Laws of the Land


Teacher(s):  3rd Grade Team


Date:  October - November


Proposed duration:  160 hours over 6 weeks





Planning the inquiry





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Function, Change, Responsibility


Related concepts: adaptation, citizenships, rights


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Rights and Responsibilities of Individuals


Organization of Government


Creation of the Laws





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are rights?


What are your responsibilities?


How is government organized?


How are laws created?





Provocation: We read “Peace and Bread: The Story of Jane Addams” Pg. 68-71
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Students will read the book For Every Child-UNICEF site and will discuss their rights and responsibilities.


Students will discuss and review what laws have been created/removed from our system  or the world due to individual decisions or actions.


Bens. Guide – Students will review responsibilities of different community roles and what would happen if they were not in place. 


School House Rock music for the 3 branches of law.


Ben’s Guide – how are laws made? Students will review this information and will then use it to create their laws in the formative assessment.


The whole school participated in a Mock presidential election.


Students will watch newscast from CNN Kids and observe how to conduct an interview or how to report a story.


Student will create a flow chart demonstrating how a particular government is organized.


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdiciplinary Skills: 


Thinking: Students thought about two different points of view at the same time to determine what candidate best served the needs of the country.


Communication: Students gave and oral presentation on their research based on the individual who brought change to society.


Research: Students researched and found articles on line relating to making of laws and how it affects society.


Learner Profiles:


Open-minded: Students evaluated a range of points of view to gain a concrete understanding of how their decision can impact laws and society based on online research.


Principled: Students demonstrated integrity and honesty in dealing with a mock vote situation.











3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will be given a questionnaire with the following questions:


Why do we need government?


How are laws made? 


What are our rights and responsibilities?





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will revisited their questionnaire and reflect on what new knowledge has been acquired about the following words: democracy, patriotism, and citizenship.


Using the childrensportal.org students will investigate, compare and contrast the rights of children around the world. 


Students will organize their table/groups as a government and then create laws for themselves. 








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


“The Right To Vote” by Elaine Pascoe, “Running for Office” by John Hamilton, and Voting In An Election” by John Hamilton.


“Branches of Government” Pgs. 90-95, “The National Government” Pgs.102-107, “Citizens Have Rights and Responsibilities” Pg.110-113, “Make A Choice By Voting” Pg.114-115


CNN New Kids; childrensrightsportal.org/children-world; kids.clerk.house.gov; http://bensguide.gpo.gov/


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom Environment: bulletin boards; visual aids; vocabulary words; using computers; videos; visualizer and projector or overhead projector.


Local Environment: Student will create a “School Bill of Rights” for the PYP Population; they will be shared with other classes.


Community Environment:  Local Law making citizens will visit our school and speak to the students about their career.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Function: 





Change: 





Responsibility: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Thinking: 





Communication: 





Research: 





develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Open minded: 





Principled: 











6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.














How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.














What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


The librarian read book about an individuals who made a difference in society and its laws.


Students learn about the research process using technological skills.


Students will write a speech and present it to the class expressing why they need to have laws.


Student will watch newscast from CNN kids and observe how to conduct an interview.

















8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


 














At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.




















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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