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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  Pre-K		Age group:  4-5 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center   School code:  004356


Title: The Earth is Moving


Teacher(s): Pre-K Team


Date: January-March (Planner #3)


Proposed duration:  120 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme





How the World Works


An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.





central idea – 


The movements of Earth affect daily life.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will create cards with different clothing items, specific to one season or day or night time activity. Then students will attach cards to a board, using Velcro; showing the proper clothing for the given season or day or night time activity. They will explain why they chose that particular article of clothing. 





Assessment Tool: Teacher Rubric





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Connection, Change, Function





Related Concepts: cycles, seasons, weather





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Earth’s revolution and rotation


Day and Night


Seasons 








What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What causes day and night?


What are the seasons?


What happens when the earth rotates?





Provocation: Read Aloud “What Makes The Season?” – Megan Montague Cash
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Planning the inquiry





4. How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Read books in the classroom that discuss seasons and what people do.


Students will play dress up and observe themselves in a mirror to observe the different types of clothing that could be worn in the given season. 


Students will distinguish between day and night time activities. 


Construct elements of each season using play dough or other chosen materials from the classroom art area.Using their play dough models the will compare and contrast with a classmate.


During circle time students will create a collaborative chart (with teacher’s assistance) placing the planets accordingly. 


Students will dress up and role play: night and day activities following a sequence based on their daily routine at school and at home. 


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary Skills


Self-management: Students will learn different skill such as; organization, safety, and healthy lifestyle.


Research: Students will improve skills in observation and planning. 


Thinking: Students will grasp meaning from the material learned.  





Learner Profile


Inquirer: Students will ask questions about the world around them. They will begin to develop their natural curiosity as they explore the reason why seasons change.


Reflective: Students became more aware of the seasons and reflect on why it happens and how this affects their lives. 




















Knowledgeable: Students recognized how the Earth rotation causes an effect on seasons. 














3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will answer a simple questionnaire about clothing choices for different seasons and daily activities. They will trace the appropriate stencil for the corresponding season. This will be created and administered by the teacher to assess their prior knowledge of seasonal clothing requirements. 











What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will illustrate all seasons showing corresponding activities and characteristics for each one, which will then be put together to  create a seasonal picture book


In order to showcase their knowledge of day and night activities students will add work to an interactive chart. They will be able to sort animals, clothes, routines and other pictures of activities that are associated with night or day.





Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Earth’s rotation and revolution by discussing it in class. They will need to use terms like orbit, equator, moon, sun, stars. 








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related Literature:  Books on seasonal and daily changes


Art: Photographs of different seasons, materials from different seasons (i.e. leaves, flowers, etc…)


Music: Songs about the seasons, videos on the seasons





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?





Classroom Environment: The resources above will be made available throughout the classroom in different areas. Letters will be sent home to parents or a parent night will be held at the school to make the home-school connection.  Student work displayed and vocabulary wall.


Local and Community: Parents will be asked to take students on a nature walk so that they may explore the seasons. Local public library will be informed of the theme so that resources will be available for students upon arrival.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.














How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?





 











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Connection: 





Change: 





Function: 








demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Research: 





Thinking: 








develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes.


Inquirers: 

















Reflective: 
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8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.








Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Activities:
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