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1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





Where We Are in Place and Time


An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries; explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.





central idea





Exploration and discovery occur worldwide.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will work in groups and choose one explorer they would like to research. They will need to investigate that explorer’s motivations, achievements, challenges, route, and their effects on the areas explored. Using this information, the groups will create a presentation in the form of a stage play, diary, song, or visual (i.e. poster).





Assessment Tool: Rubric





�
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Class/grade:  4th Grade		Age group: 9-10 year olds


School: FFK-8 Center		School code:  004356


Title: Exploration Worldwide


Teacher(s): 4th Grade Team


Date: October- November


Proposed duration:  120 hours over 6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Change Form Causation


Related concepts (growth, interdependence, impact)


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Worldwide exploration


Reasons for exploration 


Worldwide discoveries





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What does it mean to explore? 


Why do people explore?


What is the difference between exploration and discovery? 


What are some worldwide explorations that resulted in discoveries? 


Provocation: Table with exploration items, maps, objects, etc... 
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


BrainPop Lewis  and Clark video will be shown and students will explore Lewis and Clarks motivation for exploring


Compare/Contrast Exploration and Discovery


Profile an explorer with emphasis on their discoveries, impact of discoveries as well as the challenges and motivation behind discovery.


Create a timeline of Space/Deep Sea exploration and discoveries.





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary Skills


Communication skills: reading, writing and presenting.


Thinking: acquisition of knowledge, application, synthesis. 


Research skills: interpreting, formulating questions, and collecting data. 





Learner Profiles


Inquirer – Students will acquire the skills necessary to independently research human exploration


Knowledgeable – Students will acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding of the impact of human exploration








Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will create a Concept Map on exploration.


They will meet in groups to discuss topic and add newly acquired terms.





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 


Create a map charting the exploration and discoveries of an explorer of their choice including the reason for their exploration.


Students will share a worldwide discovery from a news/media source and present it to the class. 








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


BrainPop Videos, Social Studies and Reading textbooks, art material (paper and writing or drawing implements).


Reading Text: Rescuing our Reefs.


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Media Center in the school. Students live in and have access to the Art Deco Historic Area and Museums in the community.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?





7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change: 





Form: 





Causation: 





Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Thinking Skills: 





Communication Skills: 





Research skills: 


Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Inquirer: 





Knowledgeable: 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Schedule “Miami Preservation League” field trip for second week of planner. 


Remember to connect to the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations.





8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.

















At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.

















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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