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PYP planner








Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  3rd		       Age group:  8-9 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 	      School code: 004356


Title: Adventures


Teacher(s): Third Grade Team


Date: January - February


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





How We Express Ourselves


An inquiry into the way in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic





central idea


People use music, dance, and art to express their individuality








Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will create a Triorama showing traditional music, dance, and art from a students’ nation of origin/ancestry or another culture.  Students’ will include a essay explaining how people use music, dance, and art to express their individuality.





Assessment tool: Rubric








2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Connection, Reflection, Change


Related Concepts: creativity, inspiration, interpretation


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Musical Expression


Dance Expression


Artistic Expression





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are the different ways people express themselves through music?


What are the different ways people express themselves through dance?


What are the different ways people express themselves through art?


Why do we use music, dance and art?


What is Individuality?





Provocation: Images of different art works
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


In groups, students will focus on a different culture which they will research and perform/present a short dance(traditional, folklore, ethnic, or cultural) that includes music from that culture  and other groups will reflect on the presentations. 


Students listen to a variety of music that represents different cultures and they need to guess their origins. (Pg.263)


Students create art from a particular point of view. (Pg.267)


In groups, they identify pictures with a strong point of view and reflect about they think present to the class. (Pg.267)


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplanary Skills


Communication: Students understood that different points of view lead to different interpretations of how we express ourselves through music and art.


Thinking skills: Students reviewed how music and art is used to distinguish different cultures in trioramas.


Learner Profile


Communicator: The students were given the option to express their ideas in variety of modes of communication.


Open-Minded: The students learned to be open to other perspectives as they analyzed what they created while listening to a certain genre of music.





Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Use images of art to question students’ understanding: ask questions such as, what do you think inspired this person?





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Write an acrostic poem about themselves


Create a song, dance, or piece of art that represents themselves








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Music: music from different genres (jazz, blues, rock, latin, classical, r&b, pop) 	Audio-visual: CDs and DVDs


Art: Works from different periods and art mediums (renaissance, contemporary, modern, photography, fashion, sculpting, etc…)


Books: non-fiction, biographies


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Local Environment/ Community: BASS Museum, Actor’s Playhouse, Fairchild, Art Museums (downtown), Adrienne Arsht Center, Miami City Ballet


Classroom Environment: Specialist (Art and Music) can assist with assessments and activities. Student work will be showcased in the classroom.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.

















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?














7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change: 





Connection: 





Reflection: 





Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills





Communication: 





Thinking: 








Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?





Communicator: 








Open-minded:  
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Student will create fractions to represent and identify the different cultures within the class.


Student will create a match up game, depicting different emotions on cards.


Students researched and created a booklet on the artist, Georgia O’keefe.


In P.E. students created dance.


In P.E students learned a traditional dance from Asia using bamboo sticks.


Student will research the Egyptian’s forms of expression within music, dance, and art.  They will create a pyramid with hieroglyphics that symbolize their individuality.  


The students created an Egyptian object to symbolize the Egyptians beliefs.


The student reenacted a play “Seth, Usir and Isis” using music, art, and dance.


The students went to the Bass Museum to further their understanding of the Egyptian culture.


Interactive PowerPoint presentation on the Egyptian culture. Students dissected what makes the Egyptian culture unique.


The student went to the Bass Museum to understand how artist use their art to express their feelings through different mediums such as Pop Art.  The students created name plates out of gold and placed symbols of self representation.














8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.




















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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