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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  Pre-K		Age group:  4-5 


School:  Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center   School code: 004356


Title: The Three R’s


Teacher(s): Pre-K Team


Date: April – May (Planner #4)


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme –  





SHARING THE PLANET


An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.





central idea – 


Increasing awareness of recycling, reusing material and reducing waste can help us take care of our environment and our world. 








Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will bring in recyclable materials from home and give them a new purpose through craft activity. They will write a simple sentence or label to describe their new product. They will demonstrate their understanding of how knowing about recycling, reusing, and reducing helps them to take care of the environment through an oral presentation.  








Assessment Tool: Rubric











2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Responsibility, Function, Causation 


Related concepts: interdependence, properties, impact


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea





Reducing waste


Recycling materials


Reusing materials





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What is waste? 


How can we reduce our waste?


How does waste harm our environment?


What is recycling?


What things can we recycle?


How can we reuse different materials?








Provocation: Read Aloud “The Lorax” – By Dr. Seuss








4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Following teacher led demonstration, students will sort recyclable materials into corresponding storage boxes. 


Read books available in the classroom that show and promote recycling and environment conservation. 


Teacher will lead circle time discussion to explore new ways to use recycling materials. 


Students will bring in waste we can use for projects.





Students will build a playhouse out of juice cartons.


Students will participate in outdoor cleanup activity that will show them how to take care of our environment. 


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


TRANDISCIPLINARY SKILLS





Research: students will have opportunities to observe and plan with materials.


Self-management: students will plan and carry out recycling activities effectively. 


Thinking: Students will grasp meaning from the conducted activity.





 LEARNER PROFILES


Caring: students will begin to show respect toward the environment; promoting positive changes. 


Reflective: Students will begin to give thoughtful consideration to their impact on the environment. 
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Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will choose materials that can be recycled or reused within the classroom. 








What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will actively recycle or reuse classroom-discarded materials.





Students will discuss with their family one way to reduce waste at home and share with the class.








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Related Literature: Books: Books the environment, trees, waste, garbage trucks, pollution in the ocean, etc…


Art: Pictures of garbage dumps, trucks, waste in the ocean, art work created with trash or recycled material


Music: Songs about the environment and/or about taking care of the environment.





How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom Environment: The resources above will be made available throughout the classroom in different areas. Letters will be sent home to parents or a parent night will be held at the school to make the home-school connection.  


Local and Community Environment: Parents will be asked to contribute to our recycling by bringing in materials from home. Students will visit a recycling plant or a recycling plant employee will visit us to explain the benefits of recycling. Students will also collect drink pouches and send them to a company that uses the drink pouches to make other materials.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.























How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.























What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?




















7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


Develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Responsibility:  





Function:  





Causation: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Research: 








Self-management: 








Thinking: 











Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Caring: 








Knowledgeable: 











© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007





Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes











8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.




















