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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 5th   	         Age group: 10-11


School: Fienberg Fisher K-8	School code: 004356


Title: KNOWLEDGE IS POWER


Teacher(s): 5th grade Team


Date: February - March


Proposed duration: 120 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





Sharing the Planet


An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution





central idea


Knowledge of global issues increases the opportunity for action by individuals to find peaceful resolutions to worldwide concerns.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





The class will create a newsletter that allows students to demonstrate their understanding of how the awareness of global issues increases the opportunity for action by individuals. Student groups, pairs or individual will choose a current topic of global/local interest to research. They will read and analyze their information to create an article, comic, advertisement, or classified that contribute to the class newsletter. They will identify the issue, tell or show who it impacts the most, and identify what is being done about it. 





Assessment Tool: Teachers and students will develop a rubric/checklist to assess the contents of the newsletter.











2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Reflection, Perspective, Responsibility





Related Concepts: behavior, environment, politics


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Local vs. global concerns


How global issues are presented to society


How individuals can take actions towards global concerns





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What are current events?


What is propaganda?


What are global issues?


How do current events impact society?


How do current events create a global connection?


Why is community action important?





PROVOCATION: CNN Student News Program
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions


Research issues of global/local concern


Gather and analyze data to create a variety of graphs and charts related to global issues 


Read books, newspapers, and online news sources to gather information about global issues.


Participate in discussions and debates about global issues of concern.


Provide speakers from local agencies that address global concerns.


Read books and stories analyzing point of view and shades of meaning


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdicplinary Skills: 


Self-Management: Through the activities set out in this planner students will plan and carry out their activities as well as make appropriate use of their time. They will also need to select an appropriate course of action as they read about the global or local issues they research.


Social: Students will work cooperatively to develop group decision making skills.


Leaner Profile: The students will strive to be knowledgeable when discussing issues that have local and global significance.


They will become communicators as they listen to and evaluate different points of view regarding a variety of global issues and will present their ideas using different media.








Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will bring in a news article about a current event of global significance to share with the class.





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Investigate a current event, identify whether it is local or global and discuss its impact.


Language Arts Journals citing evidence of individual action in the stories, Gulf Spill Superheroes, and A Winter’s Tale. How were these issues presented to society?

















5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Gizmos Life Science and environmental lessons, Brainpop, science text book and text book videos/DVDs.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.internet4classrooms.com" ��www.internet4classrooms.com�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsforsavingearth.org" ��www.kidsforsavingearth.org�  freerice.com Related literature: books such as the Malala Book, government websites. 


Check out books addressing such topics as global warming, endangered species, alternative energy resources, recycling. 


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Local/ Community Environment: Speakers from local agencies, local newspaper, local news, speakers from the city, primary sources on the specific issues.
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6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.

















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?














Reflecting on the inquiry





7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change – 





Connection – 





Responsibility – 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills? Thinking skills – Students questioned and thought of ways to help the environment.


Social Skills – 





Self-Management Skills – 





develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?





Open-Minded – 





Communicator – 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


ELL Strategies/ ESE Strategies


Students will participate in groups with English Speakers and discuss research but they will be able to present and write in their Language.


Students will have the option to write or voice record their responses. Podcasts, video recording, etc…


Visual representations are made available for ELL students to assist with language acquisition as well as graphic organizers to organize information. 


Small group instruction on as needed basis. 











8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


•	





At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.


•	








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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