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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 4th Grade		Age group: 9-10 


School: Fienberg-Fisher K-8 Center	School code:004356 


Title: 


Teacher(s): 4th Grade Team	


Date: January-February


Proposed duration:  140 hours over 6 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme –





Who We Are


An inquiry into the nature of self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human





central idea





The structure and function of government affects the way individuals impact the community.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will create a political poster or cartoon based on a current issue they choose affecting society. They will discuss how this type of action can impact a community. Students will need to identify what part of government may affect change due to their action.  They will share their assessments in class. Some work may be displayed in areas around the school.





Assessment tool: Rubric








2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Function, Responsibility, Form


Related Concepts: systems, citizenship, initiative, structure


What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





The structure and function of government


Current issues within communities


The way individuals impact their community





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What is the purpose of government?


What is the function of government?


How do individuals impact society?


What is an issue?





Provocation


The words Boys and Girls will be written on the board and students will be asked to say what each of the groups does well. 
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving question?


Analyze and share current events with real world issues and post in classroom.


Flow chart of local government


Write an informative essay on how they can volunteer to impact the community. They will use sources that focus on people helping their community with current issues.


After reading students will create and action plan targeting an issue they would like to address. 


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Learner Profile


Principled – Through analyzing weekly local current events students will understand their responsibility for their actions and the consequences. 


Knowledgeable – While working in collaborative groups students will use their acquired knowledge while they explore governments around the world.


Transdisciplanary Skills


Thinking skills: Students will analyze the structures and functions of types of governments. They will identify the similarities and differences.


Research Skills: Students will collect data from a variety of primary and secondary sources.


Communicating Skills: Students will record and collect data that will enable them to paraphrase and write summaries.








Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Class discussion utilizing - Do we have our own stereotypes? What other current issues are there in society? Watch video of “Run like a girl…”


Organizer on the structure of government. 


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Visual presentations of the structure and function of government 


Students will analyze and identify the cause and effect of a political/societal movement.








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


Stories: Partaking in Public Service, Judy’s Appalachia, Delivering Justice by Jim Haskins/ Keeping Freedom in the Family by Nora Davis Day/ Remembering Hurricane Katrina/ Aguinaldo by Lulu Delacre. Social Studies: Unit 4 Lesson 6, Unit 5, Lesson 3 & 4.


 Video: Liberty Kids Season 1 – Episode 40 – We the People  Art: Political Posters, Political Cartoons, Old commercials, Discussion of current events.        


Physical Education: Teacher and students will discuss the way rules impact sports. There are structures and functions in place and will link into how this mirrors the government. Focus will be on how there are systems in place all around us for a reason.


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom environment - The classroom will provide the children with the visuals of government organization, as well as displaying all of their work. The classroom will also have a interactive bulletin board where current events are posted with action plans.


Local/community environment - The community and local environment will provide them the opportunity to visit City Hall and see firsthand how organizations work to better provide productivity.  The children will then use their local surroundings to look for evidence of productivity resulting from organizational through such things as the local transit system, the post office, the library, the police and fire station and our own school.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme? 

















7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Function: 





Form: 





Responsibility: 








demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?





Research: 





Communication: 








develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Principled: 





Knowledgeable: 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Connect with Local Government unit 4 in the Reading Wonders Series. 


As well as, Unit 5 Lesson 4 Citizenship in Action from the Social Studies textbook. 








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.


























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.























What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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