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1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme –  





How We Express Ourselves


An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.





central idea-  


We can express our creativity and emotions with our imagination.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?





Students will work in groups to create a visual component, pamphlet or newsletter or any other type of written component and an oral presentation. All three components will need to contain the elements of a rubric created by teachers and students.


Students and teachers have agreed to have the visual component and the oral presentation in an Exhibition Fair which will be presented to the entire school, parents, community members, and dignitaries.


Students will also be maintaining a journal in which the teacher and groups can assess each other’s progress through the Exhibition. 





Assessment tool:


Rubric for visual, oral, and written component.
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Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 5th Grade	                          Age group: 10-11


School: Fienberg Fisher K-8	School code: 004356


Title:  Exhibition Year 3


Teacher(s): The 5th Grade Team


Date: April- May


Proposed duration: 140 hours over 6 weeks





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 


Causation, Change, Perspective


Related concepts: impact, conflict, compromise


 What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?


Using performing arts to express students’ interests





Using visual arts to express students’ interests





Using engineering to  creatively express interests





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?


What is the PYP exhibition like?


How does the exhibition work?


What roles are involved in the Exhibition?


What are ways that you like to express yourselves?


How do you like to be creative?





Provocation: Used videos from the internet as references to their performing arts/visual arts/ engineering to help plan for finished product.








Inquiry Table: Pictures/ books of art work, dances, photography, engineering, music.











3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will bring in a research to answer the key concept question based on their group topic. 


Mentors will give feedback on progress of Exhibition. Videos, journals, interview notes, photographs, etc…





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will be able to express themselves through the type of art form they chose for their group topic. They will need to present their art form to an audience.











4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Students will present and promote their central ideas before they choose one.


Students will meet several times throughout the process to discuss and share their progress through the process.  


Students will meet with mentors in order to assist them in managing their time and keeping them up to pace.


Students will research and utilize different sources. They will contact experts in their topic of interest and share this information with their group and mentor.


Students will work together to create the written component.


Students will exhibit their art form in the exhibition gallery or stage.





What opportunities will occur for Tran disciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Students will be given various opportunities to demonstrate a wide range of transdisciplinary skills. They will reflect on the skills and document when they used their skills. 





All the attributes of the IB learner profile will be demonstrated throughout the Exhibition process.





All the PYP attitudes will be demonstrated throughout the exhibition.








Planning the inquiry





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature software available? How will the classroom environment, local be used to facilitate the inquiry? 


Students will be able to utilize the following areas within the school:  Media Center, Computer Lab, classrooms, outdoor spaces, computers, audio equipment, art supplies and any other resources the school can provide.





Students will be able to seek counsel or assistance from the following: Classroom teachers, PYP Coordinator, Administration, Mentors and parents to assist, Media Specialist, Art Teacher, Music Teacher, Spanish Teacher and any other staff member that may be able to assist them throughout the Exhibition.





From the community students will be able to contact experts in their topics of choice. They will also be able to utilize the art museum nearby to assist in the artistic aspects of their projects.














© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007





© International Baccalaureate Organization 2007





Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.

















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.














What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?














7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Causation: 








Change: 





Perspective: 








demonstrate the learning and application of particular Tran disciplinary skills?


Research:  








Thinking: 








Social: 








develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 


Thinker:  





Reflective: 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes





Great exhibition, students worked hard on the exhibition process. 


Students felt that they could finally express themselves publicly for the first time. 


Contingency plan is always important to have.








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.














At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.











What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.

















