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PYP planner





Planning the inquiry





Class/grade:  4th Grade		Age group: 9-10 


School: Fienberg-Fisher K-8 Center   School code:  004356


Title: Catastrophes


Teacher(s): Fourth Grade Team


Date: April-June 


Proposed duration:  120 Hours over 5 weeks





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme - 


Sharing the Planet


An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution





central idea


Catastrophes may bring people together.





Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


The classroom will be divided territories.  Students will be broken up into collaborative groups and given a specific set of varying amounts of resources.  For example, water, grains, and fruit.  A mock natural disaster will take place in the classroom where certain groups will lose some or all of their natural resources.  Groups will have to interact to work out how they will pitch in and share resources, so everyone has the resources they need.   Students will write a plan of action to submit.  Plan of action will include the resources they began with, the resources they lost, and how they shared recourses amongst the collaborative groups.





Assessment tool: Rubric














2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Causation, Connection, Change


Related concepts: consequences, interdependence, growth





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Types of catastrophes


Lack of resources due to catastrophes 


How people unite in times of catastrophe





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What is catastrophe?


What different types of events cause catastrophe? ( war, natural disaster, etc)


How may loss or shortage of resources resulting from catastrophe divide people?


How may loss or shortage of resources resulting from catastrophe bring people closer together?





Provocation: Teacher will read an article on a past catastrophe that impacted a country.
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Students will participate in a field trip to local Botanical Gardens 


Students will use analytical and artistic skills to create a visual representation of the earth’s future, comparing and contrasting the possibilities using what we know now of the current state of the earth


Students will effectively use persuasive skills of writing to warn future members of earth against the potential destruction of its resources


Students will interview and look for evidence of different types of family structures 


Students will learn of the “Point of Emphasis”  in the story, “The Lorax” in artwork and relate this term to what the “Point of Emphasis”  should be in helping preserve our earth (writing)


What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary Skills:


Communication skills – Through journals, reports and other writing activities, students will perfect their communication skills as they make inferences and draw conclusions for said activities. 


Social skills -  During their Reader’s Theater play students will need to make group decisions regarding their script, props and other materials for their play. 


Self-management skills – In order to function as a group in several activities, students will need, to utilize their time affectively and will need to carry out their plans accordingly. 


Learner Profile:


Reflective – Using their knowledge from previous lessons and activities students will demonstrate their ability to contemplate on difference and similarities as they create a representation of the Earth’s future.


Risk-takers – to accomplish many of their formative assessments and activities, students will need to approach unfamiliar scenarios with courage and creativity. They will need to take a risk as they present their projects to their classmates.











Planning the inquiry





3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


Students will brainstorm and chart characteristic words that relate to the term “Environment”


Think-Pair-Share related to others cultures and their effects on one’s thinking and actions on our planet


What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?


The students will present their version of a Reader’s Theater play using their self-made costumes, props, and setting showing how people unite during a catastrophe


Students will create pamphlets, signs, and décor to use to teach others about involvement in the protection of the earth and its resources and how to share these resources during catastrophes


In collaborative groups students will create a book on the different types on catastrophes that can happen on Earth.








5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


The teacher will use artistic representations to illustrate the “Point of Emphasis”;  Audio- “Sound of the Everglades” CD; Pamphlets, maps and informational booklets provided by Florida State Parks, Read-Alouds ( “Talking Earth” by Jean-Craighead, “Talking with Mother Earth Poems” by Lucia Perez, “What’s It Like Living Green?  Kids Teaching Kids” by Jill Vanderwood, “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss, “Dear Children of the Earth” by Schim Schimmel); Everglades Photographs depicting the natural environment (animals and fauna); Field trip to local botanical garden


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


Classroom environment: Suggested readings displayed in classroom library, visual aids, student work, vocabulary word walls, and recycling bins


Local/Community Environment: Guest speaker to speak to the children about the importance of taking care of our environment; field trip to local botanical garden; and, students research and participate as volunteers in local community improvement projects
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.


























What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Causation: 





Connection: 





Change: 





demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Communication: 





Social: 





Self-management: 








develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Caring: 








Appreciation: 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Collaborate with the Red Cross to gather resources for current catastrophe. 


Change provocation to watch “Haiti Quake Response: 4 Years Later” video on You Tube.


Change the summative assessment to: Students will collaboratively learn about a current natural disaster, what occurred, the effects on the population and what they need. The students will an action plan on how they will raise funds or resources. Then, they will choose the charity they will send their funds or resources to. Students will track and carry out their action plan. 








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.























At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.

















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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