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Planning the inquiry





Class/grade: 2nd		Age group: 7-8


School: Fienberg Fisher K-8 Center    School code: 004356


Title:  Got, Transportation?


Teacher(s): 2nd Grade Team





Date: December/January (Planner #3)		                         PYP Planner


Proposed duration: 140 hours over 6 weeks 





1.  What is our purpose?


To inquire into the following:


transdisciplinary theme – 





Where We are in Place and Time


An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries.  Explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.





central idea


Transportation and its advancements has improved our quality of life


 


Summative assessment task(s):


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for?


Students will demonstrate how the advancement of transportation has bridged physical distance between people and choose a specific mode of transportation to research. They will then work in groups to create picture books, accordion books or flash card sets showing at least five different models of how their specific mode of transportation has evolved during time. They will also write to describe how their specific mode of transportation has improved the quality of life. In their project students must include the following: inception date of the most recent version of said vehicle, the forces involved in the evolution of their vehicles, where it was created and if they have this mode of transportation in their community.  They will then present this to the class.





Assessment: Check List





2.  What do we want to learn?


What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?


Connection, Reflection, Form


Related Concepts: innovation, properties, evidence





What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?





Transportation


Forces involved in the process of transportation


How has transportation improved our quality of life





What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?





What is transportation?


What are the different types of transportation?


How has transportation developed over time? 


How has it bridged distances?


How has transportation contributed to the development of communities?


What might transportation be like in the future? 


What places might future transportation enable people to visit?





Provocation: Teacher will bring in model bicycles, pictures of bicycles and examples of different bicycles and will let children talk about the pictures.
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4.  How best might we learn?


What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?


Create a list of different modes of transportation throughout the world.


Presentations by a person who use transportation as their job, like a school bus driver. 


Compare/Contrast chart on the different modes of transportation


Measuring time it takes to come to school on different modes of transportation including walking


Create or perfect a current mode of transportation and how they think it may look in the future.


Student will create booklet recording information learned after research throughout the planner.





What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?


Transdisciplinary skills


Research Skills: Students will collect, organize and then interpret their data in order to create their summative assessment and participate in the activities in class.


Thinking Skills: Through the activities in class, students will comprehend, apply, analyze and then evaluate the knowledge gained on transportation.


Self-Management Skills: During discussions and role playing activities students will talk about how to behave in different modes of transportation and will talk about safety in the different forms of transportation that come up.


Learner profile


Knowledgeable: Students will be exploring different modes of transportation and in doing so they will acquire information that will allow them to discuss how transportation has helped people come together.


Inquirer: Students will be contemplating changes in transportation and understanding how each type is used. They will use acquired skills to research and show individual learning.











3.  How might we know what we have learned?


This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?”


What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will we look for?


After bicycle discussion teacher will ask students to choose another method of transportation and create a list of ways in which it has changed over time and improved traveling (long distances). They will include an illustration. 





What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for?





Students will create a bulletin board of the improved models of different vehicles/ modes of transportation. As they find new models they will place it on the interactive board. When they add to the board, they will include 1-2 sentences telling about the new model’s improvement and how it has affected our quality of life.





Students will construct a 3D model of transportation using recyclable materials





Using their knowledge of forces involved in transportation students will speak write about an improvements in transportation due to these forces.








Planning the inquiry





5.  What resources need to be gathered?


What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?


People: community workers; Audio-Visual: Pictures and DVDs relating to transportation and/or its development. 


Music:    Yellow Submarine, Beatles; Fast Car, Tracy Chapman; Ticket to Ride, Beatles; Come Fly With Me; Sinatra; Born to Run, Springsteen; Walk Like an Egyptian, Bengals.


Literature: Transportation in Many Cultures (Life Around the World) by Martha E. H. Rustad; � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Big-Book-Things-That-Go/dp/1564584623/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1300848753&sr=1-2" ��Big Book of Things That Go Big Book by DK Publishing; Transportation Then and Now by Robin Nelson; On the Go (Around the World Series) by Ann Morris; 


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?


The reading center will contain books pertinent to the central idea, specifically transportation and the forces at work with transportation.


Pictures of different modes of transportation all over the world will be displayed as well as student work. Drawings of simple machines and or student understanding of gravity, inertia, etc…


Local community workers like bus drivers, postal workers, taxi drivers, coast guard and others will be invited to discuss the mode of transportation they use and how it that vehicle assists them in their profession.
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Reflecting on the inquiry





6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?


Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.




















 


How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

















What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme?





.





.











7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?


In each case, explain your selection.


What were the learning experiences that enabled students to:


develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?”


Change – 





Perspective – 





Demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?


Self-Management – 








Research Skills – 





Thinking Skills – 





Develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?


Inquirer – 





Reflective – 
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Reflecting on the inquiry





 9.  Teacher notes


Due to the completion of the new objectives in our pacing guide for all subject areas, we didn’t have enough time to accomplish all the assignments we proposed for planner 6.


Our summative assessment was changed to align with our essential question for reading: Where can your imagination take you? 





This year the students created their own transportation taking into consideration some of the actual problems of transportation as it pertains to solving pollution, noise, etc. They needed to explain the new features of their transportation and the impact it will have according to the needs of our society.








8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning.














At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries. 




















What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.
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